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ﬁlw}-‘ Alice Higbie is one of New
Mexico’s leading tea advocates, and it

Sow-in-the-Wold

shows in every cormner of her St. James
Tearoom near Albuquergue’s Old Town.
It is at a particularly convenient location
if you are visiting any of the nearby

museums, botanical gardens, zoo, ks KT Hiahin

aquarium, or Old Town itself.

The 5t James serves a trulyv splendid aftermoon tea. There are S0 teas from which o
choose and all the savories, scones, and sweets are created on the premises. When the
three-ticred tray of food came to my table itwas 5o exquisite | did not want to disturb
it—I wanted to sketch it 1t became immediately clear to me that there was no otler

place (o have tea of this caliber in the entire siate of New Mexico,

Asg a graduate of The Protocol School of Washimgton, Mres, Highie has trained her
siafl well. Guests are gracionzly tended and pampered. but not in a cloving manner.
Exvervone is respectful of a patron’s space and conversations. And, no cell phones
allowed!

Highie has poured her heart and soul info this tearoom. Her life haz been dedicated
tortea in one capacily of another, An invalid as a child, she gave tea partics on her bed
for imaginary friends and woodland spints. For vears she studied the Onental method
of throwing porcelain pots on wheels, creating her own teapots, and later studied with a
master porcelain potier in Japan. Also an accomphshed artist, her tea room: has now
hecome the canvas upon which she creates.

Mary Alice not only understand the fine points and paricolars of serving tea and the delicacies that go with i1,
she alzo understands tea itselfl Listen to this description of her *'Morning in Giverny Tea™ "_..rich, bright.
Frminons color, hold brushstrokes captuning the shimmerning, shifting light and dappled shade; reflected hues—a
riot of gleaming grecns, golds, blues. and palest pinks. Search for his (Monet’s) signature. there at the botiom, in

red, no less, but blending into the whaole as i another grouping of fowers.”
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The essence of tea 15 evident in
the furmmishings she has chosen
fior her 3000 square oot bailding:
soft and soothing textures and
banes, elerant sofas and chairs,
beautifill and delicate linens and
porcelain. What a find!

As w student of China fea, |
was not conversant in-the English
tradition. | did not expect to be
inifiated inte the full zlory of
English tea when I entered the
rarified and radiant chambers of
the 54, James, but initated [ owas.
.and eonverted. The St James
Learoom 1= a delightful place to
nurture cursehves in the harsh
amd amid clime of north ceniral
e Mexica, It is an onsis of
civility in-a world gone mad, A
way station for pilgrims, where
are offered a few moments of

respite and resolve.

Thank: yvou, Mary Alice
Highie!

Frank Murphs

Framk iz a lreclance nrier §
livimg m Sania Fe. He hos: §
soured bea ezt in
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Siihough he kcusres aboun Chiss tea
e snll soesideres el a dudent.
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he fruits of Mary Alice Higbie's

labor were recognized in February,
slent the Small Bisiness Development Center
Fﬂ'ﬂhl.,'l]tﬂj her amd seventéen othes chingprencurs o
the Mew Mexico Legislature, A dinner wis held o
hamor cach with a “Company of the Year  award.
@ine recipient had opened a much-peeded grodery
store in Mesquite, and ancther had set up a saksa
compsany o raise money for his sister’s heart
transplant. Mary Alice’s business had grown from
Wi employees to thirty-two, using the principles of
grace. civility, beauty, gentility, and excellence. Her
poal to change and contmbite to socicty has been
aeeomplished. We congratulate her and her staff

for doing just that, albeit one pot of tea at a time.
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